
 

 

 

 

The detailed report about the Arab Blind  association 

In the name of God the Merciful 

1. The establishment  

The Arab Blind association established in 1932. This was the first revival for 

blind in this country. It had been registered in the Ministry of Labor of the 

authority of the British Mandate over Palestine at that time under the 

number (105).  The Institution has spent nearly seventy years of its life until 

now working in the service of the Blind. 

2. The objectives of the association  

As mentioned in the article II of the registered General Status of the 

Institution in the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor Union charities include:   

1. Finding a large number of blind people in the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan by acquaintance and cooperation. 

2. Trying to find jobs for blind and marketing their products by building 

factories and exhibitions for this purpose if there is possible. 

3. Seeking to open new areas for working blind in manufactures and common 

careers besides to traditional ones assisting the government and the good 

people. 

4. Concerning with educating blind by setting up clubs and night schools and 

libraries for lending dots and speaking books. 

5.  Awareness the public with blind issues and informs the public about their 

problems by making lectures and seminars. 

3- The aims that have been achieved 

According to the Institution's goals, it concerns with two fields: 

1-Educational field: 

A-From the very beginning of its founding, the Institution tried hard to 

request the governmental authorities to set up a school for blind children. 

Thanks to its efforts, AL-Ala'yah School for Blind was opened in 1938 

supervising by the government of British Mandate over Palestine. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B-The Institution bought a printing press for printing raised dots and gave it 

as a gift for this school in 1951. 

C-The Institution had published the Holy Quran in Braille and distributed it 

as a symbolic gift for the most of Islamic World countries, but, in 1967,  the 

school had stopped printing and distributing the Holy Quran because of the 

occupation of West Bank. 

D- The Institution published an English dictionary in Braille for serving the 

blind students.   

E-The Institution had been publishing a monthly magazine in Braille called 

"Saut Al Hur" (the sound of conscious).  It was distributed to most of Arab 

World countries, and it was the first of literary activities for blind in this 

area. However, the blind was deprived from the most necessary cultural 

source by stopping publishing it.  

F-In addition, a cultural club in Amman had been opened for years and 

closed for financial reasons. 

G- The Institution built the first public library in this area in 1962 to offer 

books printed in Braille. Then, it was separated to be independent library. 

H-It made a various courses for training the blind to work in renewal spirit, 

and these courses train them to use the automatic board and to type on the 

typewriter. Also, in 1981, the Institution had opened a literacy class for old 

blind people to teach foreign language and train them on using music 

instrument. The aim of these courses was to find honest jobs for the blind 

who graduated from university and completed educational levels. On the 

other hand, these courses had been continuing for a period for time, but it 

stopped due to financial reasons. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

2-The field of employment and labor  

1-Since it was founded, the Institution had built the first factory for it at Bab 

Al Khalil in Jerusalem to find jobs for blind, but the factory lost its properties 

because of the1948 war. Luckily, it was rebuilt reopened in its main office in 

Jerusalem. 

2-The Institution set up another branch as well as exhibition for selling its 

products in Amman in 1961in order to have large number of blind workers. 

3-For the same reason, it set up another branch in Hebron in 1962. 

4-Furthermore, it opened the third one in Irbid in 1974 for achieving the 

objectives which the Institution tried to carry out. 

5-The Institution got permissions for some of blind people for allowing them 

to work as a seller in governmental schools, and it helped others to have 

kiosks in different cities in West Bank. 

6- The Institution provided some of blind with raw materials to do their 

works at their houses.  It committed to market their products in different 

branches. 

7- Thanks to God, the Institution has bought a car for marketing its products 

and carrying the participant to their various cultural training courses. This 

car considers the successful and vital facility for the Institution for carrying 

out all what it needs. 

8-The Institution, also, established an exhibition at the entrance of the 

construction of the Institution containing all the products that blind people 

have produced as well as some tourist exhibits. In addition, the Institution 

tried to cover some of its losses because of the charity works.    

1- The factors that impeded the functioning of the Institution   

The charitable Institution has been affected by many factors which lead it to 

be unable to achieve its goals, the most important factors are: 

1-   The political situation which the country had experienced and the wars 

have been affecting the Institution since 1948 till now. Like other 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 institutions, it was lead to move backward and sometimes to stop and 

return to start from zero.  

The Institution has been struggling to be able to perform its sublime 

mission. 

2- Automatic production competes handmade products for our Institution, 

which led to commercial products recession because of the high cost since 

there are no laws to protect traditional industries blind.        

3-The Institution is running charity workers not commercially. It primarily 

considers the benefit of their workers not to achieve profits and gains 

causing a continuous loss. Therefore, the Institution was forced to cover this 

loss with donations and subsidies. 

2-The goals and the projects which the institution seeks to achieve: 

There are projects and goals which it hopes to achieve in order to earn 

benefits for the blind in this country and most important ones are: 

1- An exhibition of the Association in the city of Jerusalem to sell its 

products. 

2- The listing of some new professions to the Institution to increase its 

working 

 capacity such as bamboo department and other sections.  

3- The establishment of branches of the Institution in major Palestinian 

cities as the exhibitions opened by the Institution. 

4-Adopting some of blind poor student who are excellent to help them in 

their educational attainment, especially in the field of high studies at 

universities. 

5-Providing educational Cultural tools in the Institution to sell for the Blind 

at nominal prices in order to achieve utility and the full benefit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-Obtaining legislative laws by the authorities to serve the blind as in the 

developed countries. 

7- Providing in-kind assistance and subsidies for the Blind people who are 

unable to work due to old age, disease or multiple disabilities. 

8- Restoring of cultural, educational, and social activities of the Institution 

which the Institution has stopped to perform due to the lack of possibilities.  

9- Possessing a piece of land in the city of Jerusalem to establish a 

permanent centre of the Institution. 

The most important project, that the Institution are looking forward to 

achieving now and working on, is to establish an Islamic bookshop in 

Jerusalem and print religious books, especially the Holy Quran to service our 

blind readers  in Palestine and neighboring countries.  

 

3- The Institution's plans for the future.  

We must be clear from the very beginning that we primarily concern in 

incorporating the blind in his community where he lives in every area of his 

life. It means that we will concentrate our efforts in helping everyone who 

has lost his sight to live normally in his house with his family, at school with 

his peers and his friends, in the street with his neighbors and the local 

environment and in the factory with his fellow workers, and employees. 

Also, we will consider in achieving that the objectives, tendencies, desires, 

abilities and physical effects of the environment which the individuals have 

lived. 

For more explaining: 

First, the field of rehabilitation and employment: 

 He Institution will focus attention on finding appropriate work for their 

members of the blind and visually impaired in factories or departments 

fromnearby places of residence. Moreover, the Institution will develop well 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 planned programs to rehabilitate some in occupations and works to ensure 

that they will depend on themselves and on what they have taught in this 

period.  

        Proposed Examples for jobs that can blind practiced:                

A) Work on automated switchboards 

B) Work in mosques as muezzins and imam assistants. 

C) Work in the offices of the service.  

D) Work in small kiosks. 

The Institution, also, will seek to introduce new business and professions 

unconventional to the world of the blind in order to compete in the local 

market. 

 

Second, the field of education and Technical Administration  

The Institution will seek with all its efforts in encouraging blind in all 

different ages to improve their cultural and scientific education as this is 

effective in improving the image of the blind in his community and find 

opportunity for him in his life.  In addition, the Institution will focus its 

attention primarily on the children and adults blind and plans to integrate 

them in schools and other cultural institutions since we believe that it is the 

first step and the most important stage in social integration. Therefore, the 

Institution will contact directly the ones who are officials in culture and 

education in the country, such as the Ministry of Education and Higher 

Education, universities and various colleges urging them to introduce 

scientific studies which will lead to offer them better services and 

treatment.  The most important projects that the Institution is planning to 

carry out in this area are: 

A) The establishment of a printing press in Braille to help overcome the 

problem of shortage of books and cultural manuscripts. This is a chronic 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 problem for the blind in this country, and we cannot overcome it unless we 

have modern equipment that will fulfill our required need. Unluckily, these 

need a lot of money to buy.  

B) Establish a club for blind to meet with other normal children in order to 

provide an opportunity for a blind child at a young age to get out of isolation 

and to share them in playing and enjoying life.  

Third, the advertising and media industries 

To start with, we must say that the Institution with all its activities and 

programs are almost limited fame at the level of public opinion in this land 

and according to that, we as a modern administrative officials are asked 

great efforts to enable the institution to take its proper place at the 

forefront of real institutions working in this field.   

To achieve this goal, we must get about actively between the popular and 

the level of Press, Publishing and exploit all the opportunities that would 

serve our goals, such as holding conferences which related our issues.  

 The most important projects that we hope that we can do in this area is as 

the following: 

1) Forming an expanded group educated and well wishers in this country to 

be our friends and supporting members to help us financially and morally 

and introduce community about the blind situation. 

2) Choose a day in every year titled by the blind and visually impaired day. 

So the institution independently or  with other institutions have informative 

activities such as newspapers local and radio and television stations to 

highlight the positive aspects in the personality of the blind, such as his 

ability to work, education and real participation in the life of the community 

where he lives. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-The administration and  finance  

We are convinced that any institution with responsibilities and duties and 

the projects which we looking forward to achieving cannot provide the 

required money without helping and aids. 

Despite this uncertainty, we are redoubling our efforts with the help of our 

friends and supporters inside and outside the country. 

We are confident that the success will be ours, God willing, and that the 

situation of the blind will be better. 

5-The membership and Beneficiaries: - 

The Institution considers all blind or visually handicapped who live in this 

country and Arab origin and enjoys a good biography and a good reputation 

is a member in this Institution.  

The Institution is ready to help anyone who is non-members of the blind. 

They are always ready to cooperate to raise the level of the blind and 

improve the service provided to them. 

One of the most important projects that seek to achieve from this area: - 

A) The identity of the blind 

B) The laws of use.  

  

 

   

   

    

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


